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lady who distributes "Doh" bread
instead of invitation cards. On the
night of "Henna" Salha of lazan says:
In the past everyone was getting
ready for this event with three days
of singinag and playing to celebrate
marriage. On this occasion, some
popular dishes such as (Markooq and
Masoob and Mabthooth) were
prepared for the bride whose hands
and feet were embossed with Henna
with colorful shawls placed on her
head and her hair decorated with
Arabian jasmine and basil. On the day
of the wedding, the bride is prepared
to go to the groom's house. She rides
in a howdah and begins the march
from eight o'clock in the evening and
arrives to the house of the groom
with sun rise, to be received by the
folks of the groom with firing some
bullets and slaughtering some sheep.

Northern Region

Social scientist Dr. Ali Masoudi says:
In north Saudi Arabia, especially in
the cities of Tabuk and Rafhaa, we
find certain communities still
adhering to the old habits of
weddings, starting with offering
financial aid or "Aniyah” to the
family of the groom. The bride is wed
to her husband's house on foot or on
camel's back escorted by a group of
women who are often relatives at
sunset after the Maghreb (sunset)
prayer. When the bride arrives at her
husband's house, her arrival is
celebrated by attendees who start
firing gunshots. Senior audience
often depart after last evening
prayers and the remaining guests
spend the night celebrating the event
in a guest house which is normally a
tent made of animal's hair and
cantinue the celebration for three
days during which lunch and dinner
are served featuring "Jamriah” (Aour

paste with water and salt baked on
hot coals). Ceremaony for the wedding
night is characterized with folklore
dances such as "Arda", "Samaritan”

or "Daha”,

Masoudi adds: The most famous
dresses that the bride wears in the
northern region are "Almrodn and
Al-Karta®, This event also features the
exchange of gifts that include velour,
hospitality stuff "Madhayef”, incense,
perfumes of which maost famous is
"Alroshoush” or a blend of aromatic
substances. Dowry normally consists
of a large number of expensive she
camels. But at the present time,
things have changed a lot rendering
traditional marrniage in the north
region of the Kingdom to be similar,
to a large extent to other parts of the
Kingdom. However, the habit of
offering financial aid "Aniyah’ is still
widespread and the total amount
provided by relatives of the groom on
his wedding day in some cases
exceeds tens of thousands of Rivals.

Central and
Eastern Regions

Masoudi confirms that the customs
and traditions vary from one family to
another but they are similar in regions
of the Kingdom in terms of
engagement, dowry and celebration,
although the central region is more
stringent in terms of allowing the
groom having face-to-face legitimate
encounter with his bride. Some
families refuse to permit the suitor to
see his wife except on the wedding
consummation night, Speaking of the
Arabian bride of the past, Dr. Masoudi
says: The bride used to be extremely
shy to an unspeakable extent that she
covered her face in her husband's
presence who would see only her eyes
and she unveils her face only in the

Saudi Weddings

presence of other women. But once
her husband enters she would cover
her face and does not show her hair
to her husband out of respected to
him. Some nomadic tribes still
abserve this heritage. Indeed, some
girls used to escape from their
husbands and hide in the mountains,
leaving the husband to find her.

For this reason, grooms used to
commission someone to monitor
the bride for same time before

the wedding.

The bride is wed to the groom on
what is known as "howdah" or small
cabin designed for women to ride an
the back of a camel. It is usually
covered in order to cover up the
riding women. The howdah is made
of wood and covered with a piece of
fabric. The old nomad habits was that
marriage ceremonies would continue
for three days and nights and the
bride would go with her husband on
the third day, when the bride and
groom would spend the first night of
married life in the open and stay in
the desert for three days. After those
days, they go back home to lead their
normal life whereupon the bride
would be herding sheep starting from
dawn prayer to come back at night
and not to seen by anyone. She
continues to do so for a week of
marriage. Others would go at first
night of marriage to the mountains
and stay there for ane whole month
and return to their folks only at the
end of the month, which is what we
call now the "honeymoon”,
Traditionally, the creation of marital
home, which is a tent made of sheep
wool is associated with begetting the
first child, where the couple used to
live with the wife's family in a special
quarter of their house called (Hujayr)
and upon having the first child, the
wife and her husband start building
their own home from sheep wool.
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Regions of the Kingdom and tribal
traditions make a difference in the
marriage ceremonies of Saudis.

Customs and traditions of
engagement and marriage vary from
one region to another in Saudi Arabia,
This difference is noticed even in large
cities, depending on the habits of
families and tribes of observing the
traditions during engagement period
especially permission of the groom to
see his bride and go out with her. Ina
nutshell, we will go through the
current and recent marriage
ceremonies in certain regians of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Western Region:

Traditions of the Western Region at
the wedding party in the old days
feature the presence of sameane who
stands by the groom at the night of
the wedding party to deliver some
poems, offer candy, lanterns, incense,
packs of sweets and cast the poems
praising the couple and their pedigree.
Nowadays, the wedding party is held
at a limited scale in private wedding
lounges. It is normally hosted by
father of the bride who invites close
relatives of the married couple. During
this party, the groom offers a cart or
aift box which contains the dowry or
gift for the bride to prepare herself for
the wedding party. This dowry
normally takes the form of a sum of
money ranging between 25,000 and
50,000 Riyals. The amount varies
depending on the agreement reached
between the two parties and may
include silver Riyals, perfume, incense
and sometimes may contain cosmetics
and toiletries. At the wedding party,
the groom offers a set of gold jewelry
called a wedlock qift and the married
couple exchange wedding rings.

On the night of Henna (privet) Faiza
Omar says: this night is also known as
(Ghamra night), a night that usually
precedes the wedding party.

In the past, the bride used to wear on
her wedding night (Ghamra) some
sort of traditional outfit known as
"Zoboon", She moves in a wedding
processian carried on twao chairs or
small boxes and pushed from back to
front with seat exchanged at every
step forward of the bride, In the
processian, silver Riyals are scattered
and booklets of interpretation and
henna gifts are distributed to the
attending ladies. Varieties of special
food are displayed for this occasion,
consisting mainly of large size
date-stuffed cookies or Mamoul called
(Arous meaning bride) in the old days,
and Alotaima (strained yoghurt, mash,
Leddo sweets, Sharika, olives and jam
of all kinds) besides slaughtered sheep.

Nowadays, during the wedding night
(Ghamra) relatives of the bride and
groom meet in separate halls for men
and women to drink coffee and
various beverages followed by dinner
for men, while women stay up late
until the hours of early morning
dancing, entertaining themselves in
pleasant conversation and having
dinner very late at night.

Southern Region:

Speaking of the tradition of
engagement and marriage in the
Southern Region, narratar Hasnaa
Alfaifi says: In the past, a young man
was able to see the girl of his choice,
because qirls used to wear traditional
dresses and clothes and go out
unattended to the field and the
market place. But now, a young man
depends on his mother, his sister, ar
one of his relatives, who would give
him a detailed description of the bride,

highlighting her beauty, maral
character, lineage and descent. In case
of acceptance, the groom would come
over with his family, and formally ask
her hand from her father. At this point,
he is allowed to see his fiancé in a
legitimate face-to-face encounter,
whereby the suitor enters the room in
which the bride and her mother are
sitting and greets them. He offers her
mother a sum of money so-called
"Salam" as a gesture of acceptance
from the groom.

He then gives a signal to his father of
his acceptance, in order for him to
finalize the formalities of the
agreement with the father of the
bride on the dowry and the other
formalities.

Hasnaa Alfaifi adds: The groom pays a
sum aof money, called Qadma or
courtesy offer, as an advance payment
which constitutes part of the dowry
marking the start of this relationship,
foliowed by a negotiated agreement
upon dowry, jewelry and bridal
clothing. A new development has
recently emerged in regard to
agreement on the dowry, whereby a
specific amount of money is paid to
the father of the bride who, in turn,
would take care of all the formalities
of marriage ceremony using this
amount. In preparing for the wedding
contract, the groom would bring the
elders of his tribe, and invites them to
be guests of the bride's father, who
would slaughter some sheep far them
on the night of concluding the
wedding contract, The wedding
contract is celebrated at the home of
the bride’s family where 'guetarey’ are
sounded, and the groom enters to
present bags of gifts to the bride and
to her mother, including all the bride’s
needs of livery, fabrics, perfumes,
clothes and jewelry. In the old days,
invitation of guests is entrusted to a
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