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The financial partner of choice for aspiring
businesses and individuals.
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Focus on a core product set with clear offerings
for each client segment that differentiates us
through efficiency and service quality.
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strengthen staff loyalty through the
; duction of a performance driven

environment.
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Build lasting relationships with growing

businesses, and with today and tomorrow's
affluent individuals.
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Develop a culture that fosters ownership,
collaboration, customer focus and
operational excellence.
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ISO 9001:2008

for

Quality Management System
Customer Complaint Unit

( Successful Completion!
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Business Continuity Mana

Congratulation on Getting
The World First
Accredited Certification!
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King Fahd Park has a performance area
where official parties are entertained by
troupes performing traditional folklore.

Soug al-Nisa'a is the women's souq and
is the only one of its kind in the
province. It sells
a range of items
including
clothing,
toiletries, spices,
incense and
perfumes and
some household
objects.

Sougq al-Jambia,
or Souq al
Khanajer, is the
only sougq in the
kingdom that
specializes in the
locally made
daggers. Because
of the signifi-
cance of the
jambia in Najrani culture, this small
souq of around 20 traders is an essen-
tial part of any itinerary. The proximity

L% T

to traders grinding and selling flour in a
nearby shop adds interest.

Souq al-Kharrazeen specializes in
leather goods; Souq al-Tamr has
seasonal dates; Souq al-Hadadin sells
ironware,

Souq al-Shabi in Aba al Saud has been
renovated relatively recently, with a
number of shops all selling largely

Historic Najran

popular items. Particularly appealing
are the colorful hand woven baskets
and handicrafts.

Souq al-Ethnain, the Monday market, is
now formalized on a site near the lbn
Mahdi Palace. Souq al-Sabet is the
Hubuna Saturday market.

The Buildings of Najran

Traditional adobe and brick architec-
tural styles in Najran are called
midmakh buildings. They are very
distinctive and reflect the influence of
Yemeni design in the Province

The buildings are made up of several
staries. The lowest level is given over to
livestock and can be without windows.
The next level is for human habitation,
and have small windows to keep out
intruders. As you go up the building,
the windows get larger to let in more
light and air. Often these houses are
clustered together around a central
courtyard, so that members of the same
family can live together.

8th Edition - March, 2013
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Historic Najran

Najran has always played host to the
travelers using the fabled Frankincense
Routes which extended from Southern
Arabia to the 'fertile crescent' civiliza-
tions in the north.

A major historic feature is the restored
lbn Mahdi Palace, the historic Amarah
of the modern Saudi State in the old
city centre (Aba al Saud Historic
Quarter) of Najran. There are some ruins
of minor castles and fortified buildings
in various places.

The main income for the area is from
agriculture, trade, industry and govern-
ment services - including border
control. It's a big fruit producing area,
and is particularly known for its juicy
oranges, lemons and limes.

The flatter lands to the east of the
capital, Najran city, provide grazing for
the province. As the geography of the
province rolls away from the mountains
it gently becomes first the wheat belt,
then grazing land for sheep and cattle,
and finally the undulating sea of sand
known as the Rub al-Khali Desert - the
famous Empty Quarter. The trip from
the oasis of Najran to The Sands
provides some of the most varied and
spectacular scenery in the world.

Major valleys start in the mountains
and extend from west to east, opening
into the Rub al-Khali. The most impor-
tant valley is Wadi Najran where Najran
City and extensive agricultural areas
including orchards and date farms are
situated. The valley is flanked by
mountains of which the highest is the
1,450-meter Abu Hamadan. North of
Wadi Najran is Wadi Hubuna where

Hubuna town and various villages are
located. The major portion of the
province is occupied by Rub al-Khali
including the protected area of 'Urug'
Bani Ma'arid in the northwest. Some

Over time, Najran has
developed a distinctive
and f'as'cinating style of
its own. Even the

high-rise, adobe style of
«the housing is unique.
Handicrafts, folklore

and dancing all thrive .. .

here as a natural part
of daily life. From the
“henna'd hands of the
women in the marketfs,
~to the coronets of
flowers worn by the
_honey:traders, Najran is
~a lively and mterestlng
place to'be.

parts of Rub al-Khali are occupied by
longitudinal sand dunes known for
their gigantic size.

Jambia Souqg

The people of Najran are eye-catching.
Their bright, multicolored, sarong-like
izars, topped by black embroidered
jackets, are a colorful contrast to the

desert-adapted plain white Saudi thawb

Ei

The region is famed for its honey, and
often you can discern the beekeepers by
the garlands of sweet-smelling flowers
about their heads.

Over time, Najran has developed a
distinctive and fascinating style of its
own. Handicrafts, folklore and dancing
all thrive here as a natural part of daily
life, including the small daggers that
are part of the national dress.

Najran is one of the last places in Saudi
Arabia where you can still find an
authentic, hand made jambia
(traditional dagger) at the jambia souk
in Aba al Saud. Other handicrafts
include gold and silver jewellery, textile
weavings, leather goods, wood carvings.

Folklore performances are popular at
special events, as is reciting of stories
and epic poetry, with a local favorite
being tales about Bouzad Al-Hilali, a
legendary inhabitant of the ancient city
of Al-Ukhdud.

Traditional dancing is also popular and
includes Razfa (for men, performed
during religious feasts and marriages};
Dance of the Horses (a war dance);
Zamel and the Dance of the Drums
(Tabel, Al Maraf'e); Al-Zurfa,
Al-Mathlootha and Al Sharah.
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Najran has a colorful past, combining a Hima, just north of Najran city, is an
desirable mixture of farm land, plentiful archaeologically significant area with a
water, and a strategic location in the large concentration of rock art

rugged mountains which rise to 2,000 representing several thousand years of
meters above sea level and merge into history.

the mountains of Asir. )
{ Naojran was an early convert to

The ancient settlement of Al-Ukhdood ~ — — Islam. [t was also part of the
(whose ruins you can see in Wadi Najran) First Saudi State at the turn of
was famous as far away as Greece, with the 19th Century, but was the
geographer Strabo describing it as the last province to come under
city of seven wells'. Saudi rule during the Third

In time the city was invaded by the Soudi State. BR

Sabaeans, and later the Himyarites. Bi'r
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